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Abstract:

This article presents a rhetorical and stylistic study of the poetry of Dr. ‘Abd al-
Mun‘im al-Khafaj1, with special focus on his poem dedicated to Imam al-Husayn
(peace be upon him). The study aims to clarify the relationship between al-
Khafaji’s scholarly formation and his poetic expression, demonstrating how his
Azharite academic background influenced both the content and form of his
poetry. It begins with a brief overview of his life, education, and intellectual
career, highlighting the integration of religious scholarship, linguistic mastery,
and literary creativity. The article then examines his poetic orientation,
particularly his inclination toward devotional and value-centered poetry rooted in
the classical Arabic tradition. Through rhetorical analysis, the study explores key
stylistic devices such as repetition, imagery, simile, metaphor, Qur’anic and
Prophetic intertextuality, and rhythmic structure. These devices contribute to
emotional intensity, doctrinal depth, and aesthetic coherence. The study
concludes that al-Khafaji’s poetry represents an extension of his scholarly
identity, and that his Husayni poem exemplifies a balanced model of modern
Arabic religious poetry combining intellectual depth, linguistic clarity, and
sincere emotion.
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